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Since 1940 California has become the second most 
heavily populated state the Union. Four and 
half million people have been added the popula- 
tion. The increase industrial establishments has 
been even more phenomenal than the population in- 
erease, and California heavily industrialized for 
the first time its history. 


Many these industrial enterprises have intro- 
duced totally new processes which have included new 
techniques, equipment, and material. This develop- 
ment has created many workers’ health problems that 
are new California and the rest the Country 
well. 

Nor have occupational health problems been con- 
fined the metropolitan areas the State. Industrial 
plants have been built almost every county and 
agriculture has become industrial operation 
many parts the State. Industry and agriculture 
are both using wide and increasing variety 
These hazards are bringing health prob- 
lems the attention health officers throughout the 
State. 

Local health departments are finding necessary 
direct more their time, attention and resources 
promoting safe and healthful working conditions. 
Some the larger departments that have given 
pational health services for long time have had 
them; others, such San Mateo County, 
have only recently added these services under pres- 
from the increasing occupational health prob- 
lems, and still others are the planning stage. 

answer questionnaire sent out recently 
the State Department Public Health almost half 
the full-time California health departments indicated 
that they have some occupational health activities 
under way the present time. Nearly all indicated 
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Occupational Health Programs Local California Health Departments 


recognition need for increased attention these 
problems. 

The State Department Public Health through 
its Bureau Adult Health observes the occupational 
health problems the State whole, coordinates 
activities, and assists local health departments 
through consultive and direct services. The local 
health departments have the responsibility for the 
continuing direct services their areas through full 
partial occupational health programs. 

The following material has been contributed 
various local health department staff members 
present outline the activities their depart- 
ments the field occupational health. 


THE OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH PROGRAM— 
CITY LOS ANGELES 

June, 1939, the City Los Angeles added 
division industrial hygiene the health depart- 
ment. The need for such service was demonstrated 
actual experiences within industry, indicating that 
certain ingredients and operations the work en- 
vironment could produce serious organic damage and 
disease. Increasing knowledge that materials could 
handled safely, that disease need not accompany 
specific industrial operations, that proper controls 
ean provide safe working environment sparked the 
development the industrial health program. Today 
with progressive thinking the field 
health, the division has changed its name 
the ‘‘division occupational health.’’ 

Our present staff consists health engi- 
neer, who the director the division activities, 
industrial nurse consultant, part-time medical con- 
sultant, assistant sanitary engineer, chemist, 
three industrial hygienists, and two clerk-stenog- 
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raphers. this staff rests the responsibility for pro- 
motion in-plant medical programs and encourage- 
ment management provide adequate controls 
essential safe working environment ever- 
expanding industrial development. 

The City Los Angeles covers area 452 
square miles, all which industrial popula- 
tion. meet this need the division 
health, like the rest the Los Angeles City Health 
Department, decentralizing activities. Sanitarians, 
familiar with working district level, are being 
trained for the specialized work industrial sanita- 
tion. Through this training aid provided the 
control environmental sanitation problems, such 
control, industrial waste control, in- 
plant sanitation facilities. And the process, these 
sanitarians are learning recognize potential health 
hazards and refer them for study the division 
health. 

The Los Angeles city occupational health program 
now training public health nurses for participation 
the industrial nursing program district level. 
Eventually, public health nurses with some 
tional health background will working all dis- 
trict health offices the city. The health nurse 
assists the plant industrial nurse provide better 
health services within her plant, and continuously 
available for technical consultation. 

This broader concept the program, utilizing dis- 
trict public health nurses and sanitarians, makes 
easier and encourages management, insurance 
riers, labor groups, ete., consult with the depart- 
ment. Occupational health activities are now tied 
more closely with the other health pro- 
grams, such T.B. surveys, 
general cross-connection control, waste disposal and 
stream pollution activities. 

These are only highlights the division’s present 
program. its effectiveness only time can tell. 
has made available the health department staff 
better knowledge what occupational health 
program is, and removing some the ‘‘aura 
mystery’’ surrounding industrial health functions and 
Rogers, Public Health Engineer 
Director, Division Occupational Health, Los An- 
geles City Health Department. 


OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH—CITY OAKLAND 

Industrial hygiene the City Oakland Depart- 
ment Public Health that specialty the divi- 
sion environmental sanitation which handles all 
nonmedical health problems arising in, around, 
because industry. Cooperative work done with 
the division nursing and medical services 
medical programs. The function our industrial 


hygiene bureau raise the level health the 
industrial worker and all residents who 
affected industry. The actual work falls into 
main categories: occupational health, industrial 
tation, air pollution, and civil defense. 


Occupational Health 


When the bureau industrial hygiene 
started August, 1949, the entire time one 
was devoted answering complaints 
relating health hazards. While over 
750 air samples and field determinations for health 
hazards are still run each year, are now working 
planned program elimination and prevention 
such hazards. Routine industrial surveys are 
made tabulate and correct hazardous 
Door-to-door visits are made all industrial 
(The census tracts which make our city are the 
working units.) All new industries are surveyed 
soon they are started. many conference 
held between industry, the city planning commis 
sion and the health department before building 
permit issued. Several operations have been 
hibited and control equipment has been required 
processes hazardous the workers nuisance 
the neighbors. 

Studies are made other hazardous conditions 
that are brought our attention. Based 
studies recommendations are made for their elimina- 
tion. 

The hazards found during surveys are 
indicate need for special efforts. For example, the 
finding excessive number chlorinated solvent 
exposures resulted conference with, and 
recommendations our local degreaser manufacturer. 
The many quantitative sound studies that were 
quested gave rise new antinoise ordinance 
was submitted the city attorney for enactment. 
The numerous problems encountered our 
tarians where benzene hexychloride vaporizers 
were used caused engage detailed study with 
the State Bureaus Adult Health and Vector 
trol. The results this study were submitted the 
local health officers and are fast 
‘‘official orders’’ issued the health officers 
many California cities. evidence other prob 


lems accumulated, direct action will taken 


prevention. 


Industrial Sanitation 

The most frequent complaint unhealthy 
tion found during industrial surveys the lack 
proper sanitation. include this field items vary- 
ing from insufficient dirty toilets excessive 
temperature humidity. 
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Air 


All air pollution complaints which arise from the 
acts industry industrial type processes are re- 
ferred our bureau industrial hygiene for abate- 
ment. During the past three years, such cases were 
handled and corrective action secured every case. 

This program has indicated that regular 
sampling procedure should instituted establish 
the background levels contamination throughout 
the city and obtain more information 
regard sources contamination. The health officer 
now confronted with the problem securing the 
necessary laboratory facilities for such program. 


Civil Defense 


The original Radiological Defense Section the 
Oakland Civil Defense and Disaster Council was 
organized and trained the industrial hygienist, who 
now acts consultant and checks the radiation ex- 
posures the volunteers during their training pro- 
grams.—Sidney Dommes, Jr., Engineer-Director, 
Division Environmental Sanitation, and Robert 
Crothers, Industrial Hygienist, Oakland City Health 
Department. 


OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH—CITY SAN JOSE 


About two years ago the Bureau Adult Health 
the State Department Public Health assisted 
setting procedures systematize our sanitation 
inspections industry. Our objective was basic sani- 
tation, but hoped that achieving improvements 
sanitation would also develop our staff 
ability other industrial hazards. 


check sheet has been developed for sanitation 
inspections similar the check sheet used the 
State Bureau Adult Health but adapted our 
local use. The quality the drinking water, the 
luncheon places, change rooms, rodent infestation, 
and insects, toilet facilities, lighting and venti- 
lation, proper heating, cleanliness and dryness 
and good housekeeping are all our check 
sheet. all industrial plant inspections copy 
this check sheet left with the plant management. 
have never failed receive commendation from 
plant management and statement appreciation 
for the check sheet. 


The question often comes legal authority. 
Actually have found that only rarely there need 
resort state ordinances, the pro- 
gram based upon appeal reason and 
“horse when there honest 
difference opinion.as the need for correction, 
and codes are advantageous. But, gener- 
ally, most are obtained basis rea- 
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sonableness. the past two years have obtained 
excellent cooperation from all the industries with 
which have dealt. 

Several our existing sanitation programs corre- 
late nicely with our industrial sanitation program. 
For example, must inspect industrial 
nections. About twice month sanitarian makes 
check each industrial water supply the 
Likewise, the requirement that all people working 
food establishments have food handler enables 
the sanitarian keep touch with industries that 
maintain Our home safety program re- 
quires close association with personnel directors and 
with safety engineers industrial plants. These 
three existing and continuing 
partment have facilitated our 
plants and pursuance our 
efforts. 

Although are limited the extent our indus- 
trial efforts, the whole program industrial sanita- 
tion has given the sanitarians sense challenge and 
achievement. believe that the field industrial 
sanitation vast one, and have only begun 
explore it. The dividends will pay publie health 
are tremendous and anticipate increasing our 
efforts along this McGowan, Pub- 
lic Health Engineer, San Jose City Health Depart- 
ment. 


programs our de- 
entry into industrial 
industrial sanitation 


OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH—SANTA CLARA COUNTY 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


Our division air pollution control gives 
ful consideration the industrial work environment, 
particularly where air contaminants are concerned. 
The division staff, which consists one engineer and 
one chemist, makes studies where problems arise that 
need immediate attention where help has been 
solicited. Field samples are taken and analyzed the 
laboratory. Recommendations for improvement the 
work environment based these studies are made 
management. have not found necessary apply 
our recommendations. The division has 
with the State Bureau Adult Health number 
industrial hygiene studies. 

Plant sanitation, the work environment, 
done under the supervision the sanitation divi- 
sion. The work the two divisions, air pollution 
and sanitation, done close cooperation and ex- 
panded programs will continue inte- 

have had mind for some time the expansion 
the Air Pollution Control Division full 


Turner, M.D., Director Health. 
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OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH—LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

The Industrial Hygiene Division the Los Angeles 
County Health Department operates team com- 
posed physician, nurse, engineer, chemist 
and technician-sanitarian. offer complete in- 
dustrial health service program covering medical, 
nursing, engineering, sanitation, and other related in- 
dustrial health not operate under 
agency, but serve advisory and consultive 
our field visits are made request. this 
large segment, about percent are the request 
management. result, compliance with our recom- 
mendations correspondingly high. instances 
where our field visits are the request labor, 
state agency, private physician, someone other 
than management, have found management most 
cooperative since they soon realize that are 
their plant help them solve any existing industrial 
health problems. respect the confidential nature 
our work and maintain impartial attitude 
where labor-management problem grievance 
involved. 

There active cooperation the free interchange 
information, consultations and referrals between 
our division and the other divisions our depart- 
ment, other county departments, the Los Angeles City 
Health Department, the State Division Industrial 
Safety, and the Bureau Adult Health the State 
Department Health. 

Currently our unit using the chemical laboratory 
facilities made available the State Division 
Laboratories. However, space and facilities have 
been allotted for our own laboratory the new 
county health department building. 

Our division active the field industrial 
health education. Especial emphasis placed the 
preventive aspects industrial health—Melvin 
Plancey, M.D., Chief, Division Industrial Hygiene, 
Los Angeles County Health Department. 


New Children’s Bureau Publication 


Parents children with physical handicaps are 
offered another special pamphlet the Children’s 
Bureau, ‘‘The Child with Cleft Palate.’’ Other 
pamphlets the series, released earlier, are ‘‘The 
Preschool Child Who ‘‘The Child Who 
Hard Hearing,’’ ‘‘The Child with 
and ‘‘The Child With Cerebral Palsy.’’ All are for 
sale for cents each the Superintendent Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, 


Civil Service Examinations 


All the following positions are with the State 
Public Health. Application blanks with complete 
tion about the positions and entrance requirements for 
examinations are available from the State Personnel Board 
Sacramento, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and local 
fornia State Department Employment offices. 


Associate Industrial Hygiene Salary 
$505-$613. 


Industrial Hygiene Engineer. Salary range: $61} 

Final filing date for both examinations, November 24, 
examination date, December 15, 1953. Applicant meeting 
trance requirements may file for both examinations 
application. Possession valid certificate registration 
civil professional engineer required. Applicants without 
certification will admitted the examination but must secur 
before being considered eligible for appointment. 


Food and Drug Inspection Trainee. Final filing date, 
February 19, 1954; examination date, March 13, 1954; salary 
range, $295-$341. Open men only. California residence 
least one year before examination required. Senior students 
registered recognized college will admitted the exani- 
nation. The training program, which continues for about 
year, carried Los Angeles. 


Junior Sanitary Engineer. Final filing date, January 2%, 
1954; examination date, February 27, 1954; salary range, 
$415. California residence not required. Headquarters for the 
majority the positions Berkeley. Employment may 
other localities including Sacramento and Los 
siderable traveling required. 


Occupational Therapist for Physically Handicapped Children, 
Final filing date, January 12, 1954; examination date, February 
1954; salary range, $341-$415. California residence not 
quired. Nationwide examination. These positions involve work 
with cerebral palsied children. Positions are located through- 
out the State conjunction with local school systems, but 
under the auspices the State Department Public Health, 
are resident schools under the Department 


Public Health Positions 


City Pasadena 


Public Health Nurse. Pasadena City Health Department 
has immediate vacancy. Valid certificates 
nurse and health nurse California required. City resi- 
dence not required for application, but required after appoint- 
ment. Salary range: $315.10-$378.35. Apply Personnel 
partment, Room 200, City Hall, Pasadena 


San Bernardino County 


Registered Sanitarian. San Bernardino County Health 
partment. Salary range: $311-$378. Current examination 
cants accepted. Apply County Civil Service, 236 Third Street, 
San Bernardino. 


San Diego County 


Health Educator. San Diego Health Department. 
must have M.P.H. (with health education major) from 
accredited School Public Health, and one year 
ence public health education. (Three months 
field work may counted toward experience.) Graduate 
dents may take the examination three months prior receiving 
Master’s degree but completion course requirements and three 
months supervised field work necessary before appointment 
eligibility. Salary range: $397-$460. 


Physician. Tuberculosis clinic, San Diego Health Depart 
ment. Requirements: California license; minimum two years 
experience diagnosis and/or treatment 
patients; age limit 54. Salary range: $713-$786. 

Further details and applications for both the above 
tions are available from the San Diego Civil Service, 402 
Center, San Diego 
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HIGHLIGHTS HEALTH OFFICERS SEMIANNUAL MEETING 


The California Conference Local Health Officers 
held the fall semiannual meeting 1953 Eureka 
October 22d and 23d. The conference, which 
composed all the full-time health officers the 
State, now its seventh year. serves ad- 


for all those participat- 
ing. 


the Eureka meeting 


the conference elected offi- 
for the coming year 
and acted upon large 

James Malcolm, M.D., Health 
number public health Officer Alameda County and 
matters that had been newly-elected president the Cali- 

fornia Conference Local Health 

under careful considera- Officers 
tion the various study committees the organiza- 
tion the interim between plenary sessions. 

Dr. Wilton Halverson, State Director Public 
Health, opened the meeting having panel the 
division chiefs the State Department Public 
Heaith outline their conceptions current public 
health needs and the problems facing the state and 
local health departments during the coming year. 

Dr. Roy Gilbert, Health Officer Los Angeles 
County and president the conference, presided 
the business sessions. Dr. Elwyn Turner, Santa 
Clara County Health Officer and chairman the 
committee administrative practices, presented 
the conference whole the CAP’s recommendations 
concerning the matters that had been submitted 
the conference’s standing study committees since 
the previous semiannual meeting May. 

During the two-day meeting the conference took 
action great many issues concern local 
health officers but varying importance and interest. 
Some the major ones are summarized briefly be- 
low. More detailed accounts will appear intervals 
California’s Health. 

New Officers 

The conference chose the following officers for the 
coming year: 

James Maleolm, M.D., Health Officer, Alameda 

County, President 
Harold Chope, M.D., Director Health 

and Welfare, San Mateo County, Vice President 
Edward Lee Russell, M.D., Health Officer, Orange 

County, Secretary. 


Crippled Children’s Program 

The conference agreed that additional financing 
needed encourage more counties operate 
children’s programs independently, and approved 
proposal that such independent counties may utilize 
for administrative purposes amount not exceed 
percent the cost the total treatment program. 


Health Center Construction 

Recommendation was made that new formula 
adopted the State Department Health 
for determining priority health center construction 
applications, based upon percent need met and 
disregarding the rurality and factors that 
were included before. 


Chronic Disease 

The conference gave endorsement planned sur- 
vey the State Department Health 
disease activities all health departments 
throughout the State. 


Environmental Sanitation 

study workload measurement planning the 
environmental sanitation program local health 
department was endorsed the conference. was 
recommended that this study conducted selected 
local health departments during the coming year 
trial basis. 


Trailers and Cabanas 

With the increasing use trailers and attached 
cabanas permanent and semi-permanent housing, 
the conference went record being interested 
the health and aspects this use and urged 
all local health officers familiarize themselves with 
activities the field trailer housing, noting 
changes legislation, new regulations, and keeping 
their communities informed this subject. 

The conference recommended that the State Di- 
rector Public Health inform the State Division 
Housing the interest and concern health officers 
this problem, and indicate their willingness give 
assistance all concerned the preparation 
standards and conditions construction and use. 


Psittacosis 

Psittacosis constitutes problem unknown im- 
portance humans because difficulties confirm- 
ing suspected cases; the mode transmittal not 
always clear; the extent the bird reservoirs 
poorly understood the California psittacine industry 
often blamed for spread the disease the S.; 
there supposedly great influx psittacine birds 
smuggled into California; and there lack effee- 
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tive marketing controls psittacine birds. All these 
are reasons given the conference for requesting 
the State Department Public Health, coopera- 
tion with the conference, make broad study 
determine the nature and extent the psittacosis 
problem, and work closely with the bird industry 
self-policing. 


Brucellosis 


The conference requested that the State Depart- 


ment Health join with all agencies 


cerned instituting study program determine 
the health implications brucellosis vaccination 
adult lactating negative reactor dairy cattle, and 
evaluation the calfhood vaccination program. The 
other agencies concerned are the Department Agri- 
culture, the University California, the State-wide 
Brucellosis Committee and the dairy industry. 


Encephalitis 

Resolutions were passed the conference recogniz- 
ing the value and urging the continuance studies 
now under way the State Department Public 
the Stanford University Medical School, and 
the Hooper Foundation the University 
fornia the residual effiect encephalitis, the trans- 
mission various vectors, the determination spe- 
cifie reservoirs for the various viruses, 
development approved vaccine and skin test 
for susceptibility. The conference pledged the support 
and cooperation local health officers all the 
agencies concerned these studies. 


New Subdivisions 

special hoc committee was appointed work 
with all interested groups and organizations 
study health and sanitation problems related 
new subdivisions. 


Professional Training 

The conference expressed satisfaction with the 
rent State Training Aid Program for the training 
selected number public health personnel, and 
urged the State Health Department exert every 
effort possible maintain this program least 
its present level, since any lessening would pose 
serious threat the continuance the present 
standards services and operating efficiency local 
health departments. 


First Sanatorium State 
Has 50th Anniversary 
reception was held recently the gardens the 
Pottenger Sanatorium Monrovia celebrate the 
fiftieth anniversary that institution and the eighty- 
fourth birthday Dr. Francis Pottenger, Sr., 


director and founder. Visitors representing many 
organizations were present, but most the 600 
attending were ex-patients for whom this was also 
annual homecoming day. 

Dr. Pottenger came California the nineties 
young physician seeking help his wife who had 
pulmonary became very interested 
the disease and was the first physician the State 
specialize diseases the chest. His sanatorium, 
just north Monrovia, was the first tuberculosis 
sanatorium California. 

Early aware the importance joint efforts 
control, Dr. Pottenger 
for the organization the first voluntary tuberculosis 
committee appointed Governor Pardee, helped 
promote legislation which 1913 created the 
Tuberculosis the State Department 
Health. 1940, was appointed the State 
Board Health and served vice president until 
1943. Sinee then has been consultant 
the department. has been president several 
state and national medical and health organiza- 
tions, including the American College Physicians. 
the first professor chest diseases the State, 
and one the first the country, taught the 
University Southern California from 
1942. 

Dr. Pottenger has written several scholarly volumes 
and physical diagnosis. 1952, his 
autobiography, ‘‘The Fight Against Tuberculosis,” 
made its appearance book form. This documented 
his long and full career, spanning the entire modern 
period history from the time Koch’s 
discovery the tubercle bacillus and 
founding the first American sanatorium 
present time. 


San Jose Health Education Director Resigns 
Take Post Denver 

After years service with the San Jose City 
Department, Levitte Mendel has resigned his 
position director health education assume 
similar position with the Denver City and County 
Department Health and Hospitals. 

Mr. Mendel was one the first professionally 
trained health California, receiv- 
ing his master’s degree health with major 
health from the University North 
Carolina 1946. Before his graduate work health 
education, was sanitarian with the San Jose 
Health Department. currently president the 
Society Publie Health the national 
organization the profession. 
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Trinity Health Conditions Studied 
Supervisors’ Request 


The State Department Health undertook 
asurvey public health conditions Trinity County 
during the latter part September. This was done 
the request the Board Supervisors that 
county. 

answer this request State Health Department 
staff went into Trinity County (population: 5,500) 
and studied their health problems direct observa- 
tion and interviewing residents, well col- 
lecting and analyzing pertinent information already 
record various places. The survey team was 
Health Service, the Bureaus Health Nurs- 
ing, Health and and 
Sanitary Engineering, and the Medical Social Serv- 
They are now preparing report made 
the Trinity County Board Supervisors No- 
vember. 

The State Health Department staff, recognizing 
that health problems presented such area may 
not amenable the usual health department pro- 
gram, planned this survey health prob- 
lems and not standards service developed 
metropolitan areas. The survey was designed 
study the people and the actual conditions under 
which they work and live find out whether health 
problems exist and estimate their relative signifi- 
The study ineluded water supplies; methods 
sewage and waste disposal; food sanitation; numbers 
and illness, and deaths; working 
and living conditions; use and availability health 
services and medical care; and understanding 
health and health services. 


State’s Water Supplies Being Tested 
for Fluoride Content 


The Bureau Sanitary Engineering and the Sani- 
tation Laboratory the State Department Public 
Health have completed quantitative tests for fluoride 
the water supplies least 350 com- 
munities California with populations 500 
more and having community water supplies. Because 
the need for more accurate data the fluoride 
content California water supplies these tests are 
now being made part the current sanitary sur- 
vey the State’s domestic water supplies. These com- 
plete surveys are made 10-year intervals. 

approximately these California areas the 
domestic water supplies have been found have 
fluoride concentrations ranging from 0.3 1.3 
parts per million. These fluoride-bearing water sup- 


plies serve population least 3,077,000. Scien- 
tifie research has established one part per million 
the optimum concentration for prevention tooth 
decay, but some degree protection afforded 
lower concentration. 

the California cities and towns whose 
water supplies have been tested thus far for fluoride 
content the at, near, the optimum 
one part per million. These water supplies serve 
population approximately 67,000. People native 
these areas have received the maximum lifetime pro- 
tection against tooth decay afforded fluoride. Based 
actual dental surveys made other states this 
maximum protection has resulted per- 
reduction tooth decay. 

Such survey has been made the City 
Coalinga, California. This survey was 
jointly the Coalinga schools and the Di- 
vision Dental Health the State Department 
Publie Health. Coalinga was chosen because its water 
supply had been found have fluoride concentra- 
tion 1.0 part per million. 

Examination the teeth elementary school 
children Coalinga showed substantially less 
than found among similar groups children 
areas. The survey also showed that the 
children with tooth was 
larger than similar groups nonfluoride areas. 

Six cities California with total population 
approximately 1,127,000 are adding enough fluoride 
their fluoride-deficient water bring the ree- 
ommended concentration 1.0 ppm. This population 
added the 3,077,000 areas where tests 
have shown the fluoride content 0.3 1.3 ppm., 
makes total over 4,000,000 people the State 
now known drinking water containing fluoride. 
Completion the tests for the remaining 400 com- 
munities will undoubtedly inerease this total. 

The Bureau Sanitary Engineering will continue 
these tests until the sanitary survey has been com- 
pleted all water supplies with 200 more 
water services, serving communities least 
500 population. 


Grant for Control Plague 


The School Tropical and Preventive Medicine 
the College Medical Evangelists Loma Linda, 
California, has received $32,300 grants from the 
office the Army’s Surgeon General, 
tinue study the control plague under 
field conditions. program research 
under the direction Mr. Raymond began 
June 1951, and ends May 31, 1954. The appropria- 
tion brings the total grants date $76,500. 
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Infectious Hepatitis Outbreaks Investi- 
gated Two Areas 


Twenty-five cases infectious hepatitis have 
since August Mendocino County com- 
munity. The outbreak has been investigated jointly 
the State Department Public Health and the 
Mendocino County Health Department. 


One the earliest cases was that the owner 
drug store and filling station. well supplies 
both establishments and his home. Samples water 
taken from this well revealed high coliform count 
indicating contamination. Questioning all the hepa- 
titis patients brought out the fact that most them 
had patronized the drug-store fountain within the in- 
cubation period the disease. 

infectious hepatitis, virus disease, 
have been traced contaminated water food, 
well direct contact with infected persons. 
this outbreak evidence points direct 
contact the cases two families, and contami- 
nated water food from common source the 
rest the cases. 


Another outbreak this disease occurred Los 
Angeles County housing development. Two cases 
had been reported earlier this year, but when more 
eases began during July and August 
thorough investigation was made the Los Angeles 
County Health Department. the families the 
development, were interviewed and persons 
were found have been ill during the two-month 
period. Since the period long dura- 
tion, difficult determine the extent the out- 
break. 

The development consists two- and three-family 
structures. Four buildings are used for showers, toi- 
lets and laundry facilities. The only hot water avail- 
able these utility buildings. The investigation 
revealed that poor personal hygiene habits existed 
among the residents and extremely unsanitary con- 
ditions were found the utility buildings. Unsani- 
tary conditions also existed the development 
whole. 


Harvard University’s School Public Health 
making combined study the diseases, accidents, 
welfare, recreation, job opportunities, and social ad- 
justments middle age and older age with support 
three-year grant from the Kellogg Foun- 


San Bernardino County Health Center 


its new health center 340 Mt. View Avenue, San Bernarding. The 
story modern structure designed provide the maximum flexibility 
use space. has room for expansion the health department 
steel construction, with transite and glass walls. Cost 
was met local funds and State Public Health Assistance 
Merle Cosand San Bernardino County Health Officer. 


Water Pollution Board Elects Chairman 


Rawn, Chief Engineer and General 
Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts, has 
elected chairman the State Water Pollution 
trol Board General Warren 
retired State Director Natural 
Rawn represents the field public sewage 
Pollution Control Advisory Board the 
Health Service and has served number 
age survey consulting boards including the East 
Cities, Orange County, San Diego County, and 
current Greater Vancouver Sewerage and 
Survey. 


es 


Special Census Releases 


Series P-20. Marital Status and Household Characteristics, 
April, 1952 (44), Morbidity Population the United States, 
April, 1951 (47). Series P-25. Provisional Estimates the Popula- 
tion the January 1950, August 1953 (79). 

Copies these releases may obtained from: Library, Bu- 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Department 
Commerce 315 Flood Building, 870 Market Street, San Fran- 
cisco, California, 502 Rives-Strong Building, 112 West Ninth 
Street, Los Angeles, California. 

ordering specify series and number shown parenthesis. 


= 
The San Bernardino County Health Department recently moved 
f 


